A Case of Mistaken ldentity?
What is the true identity of
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I here is a lot more
interest these days in
growing mosses in aquariums and
fish tanks. The trend can be seen
in the increasing sales of various

kinds of aquarium mosses in
commercial shops. For many
years, aquarium hobbyists and
aquatic plant growers have puzzled
over the correct identity of the
common aquatic moss called ‘Java
Moss’. A recent survey made in
Singapore shops and a check of’
internet forums set up by aquatic
plant enthusiasts have shown that
several species of mosses have
been incorrectly identified as Java

allliim
MOSSES

sold in Singapore shops?
B.C. Tan, Loh Kwek Leong, Gan Cheong Weei
Photographers C. King Hshiau Horng & Choy Heng Wah

Other than the real Java Moss,
whose scientific name has
generally been accepted to be
Vesicularia dubyana, the genera
and species of other popular
aquarium mosses these days, like
Christmas Moss, Erect Moss,
Singapore Moss and Taiwan Moss
remain unclear.

This identity problem of aquarium
mosses is complicated further
when the plants are grown
emersed, that is, above water.
Grown emersed, the plants change
their leaf and overall shape and
become unrecognisable from their
submersed (underwater) form.
Consequently, there is a need to
identify these aquarium mosses
correctly. In this article we

5 reporton the results of our

study of several of these
mosses.

The Java Moss has been

identified many years ago by

Prof. Zen Iwatsuki at the
Hattori Botanical Laboratory in
Japan as a species of Taxiphyllum
- T. barbieri (Card. & Coppey)
Iwats. (Iwatsuki 1982). The name
is based on a comparison of the
Java Moss grown in Japan and the
herbarium specimen of Taxiphyllum
barbieri from Vietnam. Because
of the lack of moss specimens with
spore structures (fruiting
specimens), this identification of
Java Moss has to be accepted with
reservation.
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